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The Declaration of Independence, a document which 
proclaimed America as a free nation, ends with these words: “And for 
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection 
of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 
Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”  This closing makes it clear that the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence clearly understood the 
risks they were taking, and knew that the freedom they sought would 
have to be earned and defended at a cost. 

 
More than 23 decades have passed, and our nation has grown 

and prospered to a degree unimaginable to our founders.  
Independence Day 2007 will be celebrated at a time when America 
still stands tall among the world’s nations, a beacon of liberty offering 
hope and opportunity to all within its shores.  Yet our freedom, and 
the freedom of all nations, remains threatened by terrorists who 
would impose tyranny, limit opportunity, and end hope for those 
yearning for their own independence. 

 
Now as always, freedom comes at a cost, and we as a nation are 

blessed to have thousands of brave men and women who have 
stepped forward and pledged that they are willing to pay that cost.  
This Independence Day, let us remember those who serve in uniform, 
and let us thank them for making it possible for us to breathe free. 

 
Wherever you may be this Independence Day, please have a very 

safe and enjoyable holiday.  May God bless you always, and may he 
bless and keep America always! 

 
Jerome Johnson 

Major General, US Army 
Commanding 
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